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were supposed to make the food grow, the people became
angry with them in times of scarcity and killed them;
till at last, as one after another was killed, no one would be
king, and the monarchy came to an end.1 Ancient Chinese
writers inform us that in Corea the blame was laid on the
king whenever too much or too little rain fell and the crops
did not ripen. Some said that he must be deposed, others
that he must be slain,2 The Chinese emperor himself is
deemed responsible if the drought is at all severe, and
many are the self-condemnatory edicts on this subject
published in the pages of the venerable Peking Gazette.
In extreme cases the emperor, clad in humble vestments,
sacrifices to heaven and implores its protection.8 So,
too, the kings of Tonquin used to take blame to them-
selves when the country was visited by such calamities
as scanty harvests, dearth, floods, destructive hurricanes
and cholera. On these occasions the monarch would
sometimes publicly confess his guilt and impose on
himself a penance as a means of appeasing the wrath of
Heaven.4 In former days it sometimes happened that when
the country suffered from drought and* dearth the king of
Tonquin was obliged to change his name in the hope that
this would turn the weather to rain. But if the drought
continued even after the change of name the people would
sometimes resort to stronger measures and transfer the title
of king from the legitimate monarch to his brother, son, or
other near relation.6
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